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(Q) Sample tube for nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus. 



@ A sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic apparatus comprising a sample tube, said sample 
tube being formed of a glass substance, wherein the magnetic susceptibility of said glass substance has 
been adjusted by incorporating therein a sufficient amount of one or more paramagnetic and/or 
diamagnetic substances so as to impart to said sample tube a magnetic susceptibility proximate to that 
of a liquid sample to be tested. 
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Background of the Invention 

1 . Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) apparatus used in the field for analyzing a 
sample of small volume and/or low concentration with the use of a superconducting magnet, and more spe- 
cifically to a sample tube suitable to be used in a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus. 

2. Brief Description of the Prior Art 

In the case where a sample is analyzed with the use of a superconducting magnet, that is. one having an 
observation frequency for the NMR apparatus of from 100 MHz to 600 MHz, the sample tube itself should not 
disturb the uniformity of the magnetic field. Therefore, the sample tube has heretofore been made of a hard 
glass material with excellent anti-corrosion and heat resistance properties, such as, for example, a borosilicate 
glass or a special hard glass. With such superconducting magnets, the sample tube is generally positioned 
with its longitudinal axis positioned parallel to the direction of the magnetic field. 

However, as the observation frequency of the nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus has increased with 
the progress of superconducting technique, one cannot disregard the effect on special resolution due to a dif- 
ference in magnetic susceptibility between a sample (sample solvent) and a sample tube. That is, if the dif- 
ference in magnetic susceptibility between the sample and the sample tube is significant, homogeneity of the 
magnetic field at that portion contacting the sample tube is disturbed. It is also known that as the measuring 
magnetic field is increased, these differences in magnetic susceptibility will affect the resolution of the spec- 
trum. According to a test, it becomes clear that if the magnetic susceptibility differs by 10% between the glass 
and the solution, the magnetic field at the boundary portion is so disturbed that it cannot be corrected by so- 
called shim coils. 

Object and Summary of the Invention 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus, in 
which the difference in magnetic susceptibility between a sample and a sample tube is decreased so that a 
high resolution can be obtained even in the case where a superconducting magnet is used. 

In the broadest aspect of the invention a sample tube used in a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus is 
constructed by using a glass composition which has a magnetic susceptibility proximate to that of the sample. 
To accomplish the invention the magnetic susceptibility of the glass composition is adjusted by incorporating 
a calculated amount of a paramagnetic substance and/or a diamagnetic substance. In particular, the glass com- 
position is formulated by mixing a corresponding amount of a paramagnetic substance and/or a diamagnetic 
substance to compensate for the difference in magnetic susceptibility taking into account adjustment due to 
chemical reaction or the like. 

The invention is carried out as follows. 

According to the invention a glass substance is formed such that the magnetic susceptibility is proximate 
to the magnetic susceptibility of the sample solvent, and then the sample tube is made using such obtained 
glass substance. Accordingly, since the difference in magnetic susceptibility between the sample solvent and 
the sample tube is minimized and the magnetic field at that portion contacting the sample tube is homogene- 
ous, a high resolution spectra can be obtained even in the case where a superconducting magnet is used. 

After the magnetic susceptibility of the glass material to be used and that of the solvent for the sample 
are noted and the difference in said magnetic susceptibilities determined, there is calculated the amount of 
paramagnetic substance (for example, iron, nickel, cobalt, or the like, or oxides thereof) and/or diamagnetic 
substance in order to make a glass substance in which the magnetic susceptibility is proximate to the magnetic 
susceptibility of the sample solvent. Thereafter, the sample tube is made using such obtained glass substance 
and its magnetic susceptibility determined to see that the desired magnetic susceptibility has been achieved. 

The paramagnetic and/or diamagnetic materials are selected, mixed together and melted, and then rapidly 
cooled to minimize the generation of crystalline material, thereby making a glass substance which is small in 
anisotropy and adjusted to have a proximate magnetic susceptibility to that of the sample solvent, and there- 
after the sample tube is made using such obtained glass substance. Accordingly, a high resolution can be ob- 
tained by minimizing the difference in magnetic susceptibility between the sample solvent and the sample 
tube. 

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the present invention and the manner of realizing 
them will become more apparent, and the invention itself will best be understood from a study of the following 



0632284A1_I_> 



EP0 632 284 A1 



description and appended claims with reference to the attached drawings showing one preferred embodiment 
of the invention. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a front sectional view, partly omitted, of a sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic resonance 
apparatus according to one embodiment of the present invention, in which an exploded view of an inner 
tube and an outer tube is shown; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view of an important portion, showing an example of use of the sample tube 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is likewise a front sectional view, partly omitted, of a sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic 
resonance apparatus according to another embodiment of the present invention, in which an exploded view 
of an inner tube and an outer tube is likewise shown; and 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of an important portion, showing an example of the use of the sample 
tube of Fig. 3. 

Detailed Description of the Embodiments 

Preferred embodiments of a sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus according 
to the present invention will be described in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

For manufacturing a sample tube, first, the components of elements contained in the material of the glass 
are analyzed and a magnetic susceptibility is calculated from the ratio of amounts assuming that all of the ele- 
ments will be oxides or particular compounds. One also takes into account impure substances which may be 
mixed into the glass material during the process of manufacturing the glass as originating from the apparatus, 
and their contribution to the magnetic susceptibility is calculated. Then, the magnetic susceptibility of the sol- 
vent as the significant component of a sample in determining the magnetic susceptibility of the solution is com- 
pared with the magnetic susceptibility of the glass substance to obtain a difference therebetween. By incor- 
porating and melting metal compounds which are expected to exhibit a corresponding amount of a paramag- 
netic and/or diamagnetic property to compensate for the difference, a glass substance having a magnetic sus- 
ceptibility proximate to that of the sample solvent is made. Then, a sample tube is manufactured using such 
obtained glass substance. 

Any metal compound may be used as long as it exhibits an intended paramagnetic or diamagnetic property. 
Acceptable examples include various kinds of elements, ions, inorganic compounds, complex compounds, or- 
ganic compounds, and stable radicals. In general, it is known through tests that the magnetic susceptibility is 
preferably adjusted by transition metals showing a paramagnetic property such as, for example, iron, nickel, 
cobalt, or the like, or oxides thereof. Suitable diamagnetic materials include B 2 0 3 , Sb 2 0 3 , La 2 0 3 , ZnO, Si0 2 ! 
and Mo 2 0 3 . 

As the solvent for the sample, water, chloroform, acetone, alcohol, etc. are used. It is also known through 
tests that, for a water solvent, a borosilicate glass containing an iron portion of 400 ppm to 600 ppm is most 
preferably used in order to calculate the magnetic susceptibility and to make an adjustment within ± 5 percent 
of the magnetic susceptibility of the sample solvent The preferred difference in magnetic susceptibility be- 
tween the glass and the sample solvent is ± 2 percent. Moreover, as the glass substance, anything may be 
used as long as it does not exhibit an anisotropic effect on magnetic susceptibility. It is also known through 
tests that not only such inorganic substances as ceramics but also such organic substances as plastics or syn- 
thetic rubber may be used. 

Next, the construction of a sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus, which is 
made of a glass substance in which the magnetic susceptibility is adjusted in the manner as above mentioned, 
will be described with reference to Figs. 1 and 2. 

Fig. 1 is a partly sectional front view, showing an inner tube 1 and an outer tube 3 in which the inner tube 
1 can be fitted. A reduced diameter tubular portion la is formed in an intermediate portion on a lower end of 
the inner tube 1 . A receiving chamber 1 c for receiving a sample solvent Ta (see Fig. 2) is defined within a lower 
tubular portion 1b and is underneath the reduced diameter tubular portion 1a. 

Reference 2 denotes a communication hole formed in an upper end inclined surface portion of the reduced 
diameter tubular portion 1a. In Fig. 2, reference numeral 3a denotes a receiving chamber for receiving a sample 
solution Tb. The receiving chamber 3a is constructed within a lower end of the outer tube 3 by fitting the inner 
tube 1 into the outer tube 3. 

For measuring the sample using the inner tube 1 and the outer tube 3 which are formed of a glass sub- 
stance, whose entirety is adjusted in magnetic susceptibility, first, the sample solution Tb is charged into the 
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receiving chamber 3a of the outer tube 3. Then, as shown in Fig. 2, the inner tube 1 is fitted into the outer tube 
3 and correctly positioned in accordance with the amount of sample solution Tb. In order to eliminate the air 
bubbles trapped underneath 1b, the inner tube 1 is inserted further into the outer tube 3 to push the sample 
solution Tb up to an area near the communication hole 2 so that the air bubbles can be pushed out through 

5 the communication hole 2 into 1c. An additional sample solvent Ta is then charged into the inner tube 1 until 
the Ta and the air bubble levels are above the communication hole 2. Finally, after the inner tube 1 is withdrawn 
to the original position, the sample solvent Ta of the inner tube 1 will flow into the outer tube 3 through the 
communication hole 2 due to pressure differences. Therefore, the inner and outer sample solvent Ta and sam- 
ple solution Tb can easily be mixed with each other. 

10 Figs. 3 and 4 show another embodiment of the present invention. Aiower part of a reduced diameter tubular 

la of an inner tube 1 which is formed of a normal glass substance serves as an inner core portion id which is 
formed of a glass substance having a magnetic susceptibility proximate to that of the above-mentioned sample. 
Similarly, a bottom portion of an outer tube formed of an ordinary glass substance serves as an outer core 
portion 3d which is formed of the same glass substance as the inner core portion 1d of the inner tube 1. For 

15 fitting the inner tube 1 into the outer tube 3, as shown in Fig. 4, first, a sample solution Tc is received in an 
upper receiving chamber 3e of the outer core portion 3d of the outer tube 3 and then, the inner tube 1 is fitted 
into the outer tube 3 such that the sample solution Tc is sandwiched between the inner core portion Id and the 
outer core portion 3d. By doing this, one can minimize the difference in magnetic susceptibility of the sample 
tube comprising the sample solution Tc, the inner tube 1, and the outer tube 3. 

20 Since the sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus according to the present 

invention has a small difference in magnetic susceptibility between the sample and the sample tube, the mag- 
netic field at that portion contacting the sample tube can be adjusted to obtain homogeneity. Therefore, a high 
resolution can be exhibited and an excellent analyzing effect can be obtained even in the case where a super- 
conducting magnet is used. 

25 

EXAMPLE 

A resonance signal of residual water in deuterated water was used as a model solution of aqueous sample 
for constructing a sample tube for use in NMR. The magnetic susceptibility of the solvent is noted to be -12.76. 
30 The glass composition to be used in producing the sample tube was a borosilicate hard glass, having the fol- 
lowing composition. 
Si0 2 77% 
B 2 0 3 13% 
Na 2 0 7% 

35 The magnetic susceptibility of such a composition was calculated to be -29.25 using Pascal's formula. 

In order to adjust the magnetic susceptibility to be within the range of +/- 5 % of that of the sample solvent, 
480 ppm of ferric oxide was added to said borosilicate hard glass composition. Since the standard method, 
namely Gouy method, to measure the magnetic susceptibility was not sufficiently accurate, the glass was 
formed in a shape of tube shown in Figures 1 & 2, and the line shape of residual water resonance was measured 
40 by nuclear magnetic resonance. It was assumed that the magnetic susceptibility fell well within the range of 
+/- 5% when the line shape became symmetric and the half-height line width fell within 0.5 Hz by adjusting 
the current of so-called shim coil. It was considered that the effect of the solute sample on the magnetic sus- 
ceptibility of the resulting solution being analyzed was negligible. 

NMR measurement was carried out in three steps for developing this glass. 
45 1 . Glass was grounded and packed in a conventional NMR tube. Then, it was immersed in deuterated water 

and the tine width measured to select the best composition. 

2. The selected glass was formed in the shape of a glass rod and inserted in a conventional NMR tube 
and the line shape of residual water resonance was measured to make sure that the effect of the glass 
was adjustable by shim coil currents. If necessary, the glass was further selected from several lots. 
50 3. Finally, the glass was formed in the shape of an NMR tube as shown in Figures 1 and 2. All of the new 

glass tubes were checked by NMR as to whether they were within the range of the criteria set for the line 
shape. These criteria include a number of factors and cannot be describable as numerical values. 
Another aspect of the invention relates to an array of sample tubes for use in nuclear magnetic resonance 
apparatus, said sample tubes being made from a glass material, in which the glass tubes have different de- 
55 grees of magnetic susceptibility so as to be suitable for selection for use with sample solutions having solvents 
of differing given magnetic susceptibilities, said sample tubes having been made by incorporating therein suf- 
ficient amounts of one or more paramagnetic and/or diamagnetic substances so as to have magnetic suscep- 
tibilities proximate to those of the respective solvents. The detailed description above is also applicable to this 

4 
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aspect of the invention. Although the invention has been illustrated and described with respect to exemplary 
embodiment thereof, it should be understood by those skilled in the art that the foregoing and various other 
changes, omissions and additions may be made therein and thereto, without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the present invention. Therefore, the present invention should not be understood as limited to the specific 
embodiment set out above but to include all possible embodiments which can be embodied within a scope en- 
compassed and equivalents thereof with respect to the feature set out in the appended claims. 



Claims 

10 

1. A sample tube for the use in a nuclear magnetic apparatus comprising a sample tube, said sample tube 
being formed of a glass substance, wherein the magnetic susceptibility of said glass substance has been 
adjusted by incorporating therein a sufficient amount of one or more paramagnetic and/or diamagnetic 
substances so as to impart to said sample tube a magnetic susceptibility proximate to that of a liquid sam- 

15 pie to be tested. 

2. A sample tube according to claim 1 , in which a paramagnetic substance has been incorporated in the glass 
substance. 

20 3. A sample tube according to claim 1 , in which a diamagnetic substance has been incorporated in the glass 
substance. 

4. A sample tube according to claim 2, in which the paramagnetic substance is iron, nickel or cobalt or an 
oxide of one of said metals, for example ferric oxide. 

25 5. A sample tube according to claim 3, in which the diamagnetic substance is a metal oxide selected from 
the group consisting of B 2 0 3 , Sb 2 0 3 , La 2 0 3 , ZnO, Si0 2 , and Mo 2 0 3 . 

6. A method for preparing a sample tube for use in a nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus, which com- 
prises: 

a. noting the magnetic susceptibility of glass material to be used in forming a glass sample tube, 

b. noting the magnetic susceptibility of a solvent for use in preparing a sample solution comprising the 
solvent and a sample to be analyzed, 

c. determining a combination of one or more metal compounds having a paramagnetic and/or diamag- 
netic property necessary for admixture with the glass tube-forming material so as to provide a glass 

35 substance having a magnetic susceptibility proximate to that of the sample solvent, and 

d. manufacturing a sample tube with said glass materials. 

7. A method according to claim 6, which includes determining the magnetic susceptibility of the sample tube 
thus produced to ensure that its magnetic susceptibility is proximate to that of the sample solvent 

40 

8. Amethod according to claim 7, in which the magnetic susceptibility of the glass tube thus produced differs 
no more than 10 percent from the magnetic susceptibility of that of the sample solvent. 

9. A method according to claim 8, in which the difference in magnetic susceptibility is no greater than 5 per- 
45 cent, preferably no greater than 2 percent. 

10. An array of sample tubes for use in nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus, said sample tubes being made 
from a glass material, in which the glass tubes have different degrees of magnetic susceptibility so as to 
be suitable for selection for use with sample solutions having solvents of differing given magnetic sus- 

^ ceptibilities, said sample tubes having been made by incorporating therein sufficient amounts of one or 

more paramagnetic and/or diamagnetic substances so as to have magnetic susceptibilities proximate to 
those of the respective solvents. 
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